
 
July 20, 2020 
 
2020 Thunderbunny Trail Races CANCELLED 
 
Hello all Thunderbunny Participants.  Unfortunately, this announcement isn’t a positive one, as 
we are cancelling the 2020 Thunderbunny Trail Races.  When we postponed the event in March 
we hoped that by August things would have been cleared up in a way to be able to offer a safe 
event.  After creating and presenting a “COVID-19 Event Plan” to the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources (ODNR) and the Athens County Health Department we were hopeful that we 
could create a safe event atmosphere.  However, ODNR has made a division-wide decision to 
revoke all special-event permits through Labor Day, with a chance of revoking permits through 
the rest of the year.  Similarly, the Athens Health Department did not approve of Thunderbunny 
taking place, due to the recent surge in COVID-19 cases in Athens Ohio.  Ultimately, we must 
operate with the approval of our permitting agencies and local health department, and recognize 
the risk our event poses in the community, therefore cancelling Thunderbunny is our only 
option. 
 
Current entrants will have two options with their registration: 

1. 100% refund 
2. Rollover their entry to the 2021 Thunderbunny Trail Races (planned for the second 

weekend of May) 
 

*Runners must login to their account on UltraSignup to request their choice (see step-by-step 
process below). You will be able to complete this request until August 27.  
 
To request a refund/rollover:  You must have an UltraSignup account to request your 
refund/rollover.  If you registered as a "guest" please email the race director and we will 
complete the process.  Follow these steps: 

1. Log in to Ultrasignup.com 
2. Go into your account info and click "Registration History." 
3. Click "edit" next to the race you wish to withdraw from. 
4. After this scroll to the bottom of the page and click the red "Cancel Registration" button. 
5. Once you select cancel registration a box will appear giving you an option to receive 

either a Refund or Rollover. 
6. Click "Process." 

 
*Please note that in some cases a bank will not accept a refund back onto a credit card if the 
original purchase was made over 90 days ago; in that case the race director will be notified and 

 



 

will send your refund via a check through the mail. Please allow for up to 2 months for your 
refund to be processed, sent, and received as we will have a larger surge to process at 
this time.  Thank you. 
 
**Refund does not include the processing fee charged by UltraSignup.com. 
 
------ 
 
The biggest reason we are saddened that Thunderbunny is not taking place this year is what it 
means to our trail running community.  SEOTR was created to foster and build a community of 
trail runners, and over the years Thunderbunny has grown to be one of the largest trail running 
events in Ohio.  We’ve enjoyed seeing people participating in Thunderbunny as their first trail 
race, or first ultra, and then continue to grow their own trail running experiences year after year. 
The trail running community in Athens and the SE Ohio region has also continued to grow, and 
Thunderbunny has been at the heart of it.  We’ll miss what Thunderbunny represents in our 
community, and look forward to the time when trail runners can congregate together again!  
 
Thunderbunny has been such a fun and active atmosphere over the past four years and I 
personally appreciate all the support from runners, volunteers, and the local community.  I miss, 
and will be anxiously waiting for high-fives and hugs at the finish line again! 
 
Michael Owen 
SEOTR Director  


